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authorize an extra dose of COVID vaccine. 10A
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Berlin and Windber meet
Friday in battle of unbeatens
SPORTS, 1B

1Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. 2Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 11/15/2021. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only, and must be presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. May not be combined with other offers or
applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD MPL #17499, NJ MPL #10655, DE MPL #PL-0002303, MD MPL #82842, VA MPL #2710064024, IA MPL #18066, OH MPL #37445, WV MPL #PL07514, MI MPL #8111651. PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC
#13VH03073000, WV HIC #WV053085, MD HIC #129436, VA HIC #2705155694, MD HIC #122356, VA HIC #2705096759, IA HIC #C112725, WV HIC #WV038808, MD HIC #129995, VA HIC #2705146537, DC HIC #420213000044. Each Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Bath Saver, Inc, Iowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic
Bath Solutions, LLC.

bath-fitter.com/local750

OUR BENEFITS

Easy to Clean,

Virtually Maintenance Free

Seamless Wall High-Gloss Acrylic

Maintains Its Shine
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FITS YOUR life
With our unique tub-over-tub liners, replacements, and
tub-to-shower conversions we can complete your bathroom
renovation in as little as a day. At Bath Fitter, we don’t just fit
your bath, we fit your life. Why have over two million people
brought Bath Fitter into their homes? It Just Fits.

750750
on your next

SAVE UP TO

BATHROOM PROJECT *

LIMITED-TIME OFFER!
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814-417-3025
SO-25591125

With the blessing of the county
commissioners, Somerset County Jail
administration has ordered four 9mm
Glocks holsters for correctional offi-
cers. 

“We decided to move forward (with
the unbudgeted purchase),” Deputy
Warden Brian Pelesky told the Somer-
set County Prison Board on Tuesday.
The county commissioners are part of
the board.

“Two handguns currently in service
have barrels that are worn out on them
and the master springs are broken in
three places on them,” he added. The
correctional officers’ two weapons
date to 1993 when the jail received
them as hand downs from the county’s
probation department, he said.

Prison board President Pamela To-
kar-Ickes, who is also a county com-
missioner, said these were necessary
replacements.

“That is a re-budget for this year,”
Tokar-Ickes said.

Pelesky told the board that he had
$10,000 left over from the training
budget. He also used money from the
machine and equipment budget to pay
for the guns.

The new guns, he said, will come in
handy.

“The end of next month we have a
firearms instructor course we are
sending two (correctional officers) to,”
Pelesky said.

County jail
to buy new
guns, seek
additional
officers
Judy D.J. Ellich The Daily American

USA TODAY NETWORK

See JAIL, Page 3A

A group of military veterans — whose
service has identified and returned
thousands of fallen U.S. service mem-
bers to their families — recently paid a
visit to Somerset County.

Members of the Graves Registration-
Mortuary Affairs Veterans Association,
aka GR/MA Veterans Association,

toured the courthouse and other nota-
ble local sites last weekend during their
annual reunion meeting. They had vot-
ed to resume their annual meeting this
year, held from Sept. 30 to Oct. 2 in
Somerset. The county seat was the ex-
pected location for their 2020 reunion,
which was then canceled because of the
pandemic.

This veterans association has about 

A group of GR/MA Veterans Association members visited the Vietnam Veterans memorial at the Somerset County
Courthouse on Friday to pay their respects. Many of the members who attended the association's recent reunion in
Somerset were Vietnam veterans. STAFF PHOTO BY BETH ANN MILLER/THE DAILY AMERICAN

GR/MA Veterans Association
visits Somerset for reunion
Beth Ann Miller
The Daily American

USA TODAY NETWORK

See REUNION, Page 5A

“(The reunion is) another

way of thanking this group

for all they’ve done. It takes

a very special individual to

be able to do that job.”

Ted Veskosky
association’s president

Deeds to two Meyersdale Borough
properties that have been long-sought
for demolition have been signed over to
the municipality.

According to an email from the bor-
ough solicitor, properties at 618 and 622
Grant St., Meyersdale, have been signed
over. They now await the signature of
borough council President Jeff Irwin,
solicitor Marc Valentine said.

“Once the President signs the deeds, I

will record,” Valentine wrote in the
email. “I will send the deeds for his sig-
nature soon.”

Valentine did not return phone mes-
sages seeking comment by press dead-
line Tuesday.

Irwin said that he and his fellow offi-
cials will discuss the next steps of deal-
ing with the properties at the regular
monthly borough meeting next Tues-
day.

“According to our solicitor, all I have
to do is sign. I’m not sure if it is a deed or
what, but then the property will be

ours,” Irwin said. 
The property at 618 Grant St. is occu-

pied by tenants and has been eyed for
demolition. 

Irwin said there are questions of
whether the council can accept the
property and evict the tenants with CO-
VID-19 restrictions in place. 

“Do we want to accept the property
with the tenants still in there? I don’t
know. That’s what the council has to de-
cide,” he said. “The ultimate plan is to
take the property down.”

The property at 622 Grant St. was

collapsing and razed in June for about
$12,000. Prior to the demolition, a por-
tion of Grant Street had been closed for
months because of safety concerns. 

Irwin said acquiring the properties is
a positive step for the borough. 

“This looks like it’s going to be a
promising next step,” he said. “This is
another positive step in the right direc-
tion toward our ongoing blight fight in
Meyersdale.” 

Follow Eric Kieta on Twitter @EricK-
ietaDA.

Deeds signed for Grant Street properties in Meyersdale
Eric Kieta The Daily American

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Join us for
DINNER

AND A SEMINAR

HOSTED BY:
The Area Agency on Aging of Somerset County’s Protective Service Unit

SEMINAR TOPIC:
Grandparents’ Rights

PRESENTED BY:
DeAnn McCoy, Solicitor for the Area Agency on Aging

Information Presented Includes:

Grandparent’s Custody Rights

Grandparents as a Kinship Resource in a Children and Youth Case

Grandparents as Temporary Guardians of Child

Dinner will be provided but a

reservation is required.

Please call 814-443-2681 and

reserve your spot by 10/18.

Date: October 26, 2021
Time: 6:00 PM—8:00 PM

Place: Somerset Church of the Brethren
606 Berlin Plank Rd, Somerset, PA 15501

somersetaaa.org

200 members total, said Ted Veskosky,
the association’s president. Approxi-
mately 40 of those members came to
Somerset for the reunion from locations
such as California, New York, Texas,
Florida and Ohio.

Most of those in attendance were
Vietnam veterans.

“A lot of the (other) military reunions
have been canceled, but our members
voted to go ahead,” Veskosky said. “We
thought, ‘What do we have to lose?’ After
all of us being at home for the last 18
months ... we’ve all been ‘shot up’ (vacci-
nated) and we might not be here tomor-
row. We decided to take our chances.”

Veskosky, a Somerset County native
who now lives in Florida, included Som-
erset in a short list of possible locations
to hold the latest reunion. Members then
voted for the final destination.

Visiting Somerset

The GR/MA Veterans Association
members arrived Thursday afternoon at
the Quality Inn in Somerset. That eve-
ning, Veskosky said, they held an open-
ing ceremony and placed a wreath below
the large American flag posted near the
Pennsylvania Turnpike entrance.

On Friday, association members re-
ceived a proclamation from the Somer-
set County commissioners and took a
tour of the county courthouse, led by
George Kaufman, a local historian and
past president of the Somerset County

Bar Association. Members also visited
the old county jail, located next to the
courthouse, and paid their respects at
the memorials posted outside the court-
house.

Veskosky said Friday’s itinerary also
included the Quecreek Mine Rescue Site
and the Flight 93 National Memorial, at
which the association’s members placed
a wreath in honor of the heroes of Flight
93.

Saturday’s schedule offered the
members an opportunity to do some lo-
cal sightseeing on their own before re-
turning to the Quality Inn for their clos-
ing dinner and annual business meet-
ing.

Who are GR/MA veterans?

The reunion is typically held each

year to recognize this group of veterans
from all five branches of the military
who volunteered during their military
service for the task of identifying the re-
mains and personal effects of service
members killed in action and returning
them to their families in the United
States.

From 1917 to 1991, these military men
and women served under the Graves
Registration Service. The name was
changed to Mortuary Affairs in 1991. 

Currently there are more than 1,400
Mortuary Affairs Specialists serving the
nation around the world, Veskosky said.

“(The reunion is) another way of
thanking this group for all they’ve done,”
he said. “It takes a very special individ-
ual to be able to do that job.”

Reunion
Continued from Page 1A

As a 23-year-old recent graduate
from IUP in Music Education, I was
broke. In my case, I was married, teach-
ing for $7,200 a year and desperately
hoping that the five trumpet players
who were better than me in town
wouldn’t get all of the union playing
jobs. Because I was not a local guy, most
of my side gigs were limited to “Mouse
Bands,” the term we used for big bands
that sounded like they were playing for
the original music track of a Mickey
Mouse cartoon. There were players who
used so much vibrato they sounded like
they were hooked up to paint mixers at
the local hardware store, and the sing-
ers? You don’t wanna know. 

Because of my need for cash, I had
heard about The College of Music. The
College was a well-worn house with four

or five rooms that served as studios. I
was in what had to have been someone’s
front bedroom. The wallpaper was circa
1951, and the woodwork paint was lead-
based with some limited pealing. 

My first night as a paid teacher at The
College, I heard clarinet music coming
from the room beside me. Sometimes
the music was awful, and when it was,
there was always an accompanying
chorus of encouraging shouts, foot
banging, and laughter following the
ruptured notes. It wasn’t until the end of
my two-and-a-half hour’s worth of
teaching that I emerged from my room
to see a petite 40ish brunette in black
slacks and a white blouse standing in
front of me holding a cigarette in her left
hand and in her right hand, an open can
of spinach with the fork sticking out of
that room temperature green seaweed
looking stuff that she was having for
dinner. 

I said, “Hello.” To which Aggie said,
“Are you the new trumpet player?” My
reply was, “Yep, I’m Nick.” Aggie smiled
and said, “Well, I’m Aggie McConaughy.
Some people describe me as the perfect

woman. I’m a widow and a musician.”
We both had a laugh, and that’s when
our friendship started, a friendship that
is still going strong to this day, at least in
my mind and in my heart. 

I came to learn quite a bit from this
totally liberated, independent, self-as-
sured, incredible musician and human
being. I learned about her days with the
all-girls USO band. I also came to under-
stand what it took to be a totally ded-
icated professional musician that made
a living in a “gig-economy” before any-
one had even thought of the words gig-
economy. Something she continued to
do into her ‘90’s. 

Aggie was such an amazing teacher
that we full-time teachers in the city
schools fought over when we were going
to get her through the latest government
program to come and teach our wood-
winds how to play the right way. When
we played with the symphony, there
was never a single moment when we
doubted that the clarinet solos would be
perfect. They always were. We also
knew that the first chair players in all
the local high school, junior high school,

and elementary bands were Aggie’s stu-
dents. 

Oh, and when it came to fun. She
could be counted on to bring life to any
gathering, any party, any place. Aggie
was and always will be THE Best. She
taught our daughter and everyone’s
daughters and sons. I could write and
write about the experiences those kids
had with her. AND they loved her, and I
mean truly loved her. They were proud
to be Aggie’s student. It was a club of
disciplined, hard-working, dedicated
achievers, and if they weren’t when they
entered her studio, they sure were by
the time they left or they were no longer
in that distinguished group. They loved
her just like we love her. 

Aggie, please please please do not
Rest In Peace. Raise some more heck,
my friend. You are a star, our star.

Nick Jacobs of Windber is as Senior
Partner with Senior Management Re-
sources and author of the book You Hold
Em. I’ll Bite Em.

Aggie McConaughy, everyone loved her

Nick Jacobs
Guest Columnist


